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#447
Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

March Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

October 24, 1988

TO:

FROM:

All County Clerks/Registrars of Voters
and Proponent (8823 )

ElL R
Assis ant to the Secretary of State
Elections and Political Reform

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b) you are hereby
notified that the total number of signatures to the hereinafter
named proposed INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT filed with all
county clerks is less than 100 percent of the number of qualified
voters required to find the petition sufficient; therefore, the
petition has failed.
TITLE:

LEGAL PRACTICE.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SUMMARY DATE:

March 25, 1988

PROPONENT:

Sally Acosta

DS/I/da

1447
Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

March Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

March 25, 1988
TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENT (8879)
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy of the
Title and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed Initiative Measure
entitled:
LEGAL PRACTICE.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENMENT
Circulating and Filing Schedule
1.

Minimum number of signatures required ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 595,485
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b).

2.

Official Summary Date •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Friday, 03/25/88
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

3.

Petition Sections:
a.

First day Proponent can circulate Sections for
signatures •...•••.••......•....•.......•....•..•....•.. Friday, 03/25/88
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

b.

Last day Proponent can circulate and file with
the county. All Sections are to be filed at
the same time within each
county ••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••.••••..••.• Monday, 08/22/88+
Elec. C., Secs. 3513, 3520(a).

c.

Last day for county to determine total number
of signatures affixed to petition and to
transmit total to the Secretary of State •••••••••••••• Monday, 08/29/88

(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 08/22/88, the
county has five working days from the filing of the petition to determine the total
number of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the
Secretary of State.) Elec. C., Sec. 3520(b).
+PLEASE NOTE: To the Proponent who may wish to qualify for the November 8, 1988
General Election. The law allows approximately 85 days for county election officials
to check and report petition signatures and transmit results. The law also requires
that this process be completed 131 days before the election in which the people will
vote on the initiative. It is possible that the county may not need precisely 85
days. But if you want to be sure that this initiative qualifies for the November 8,
1988 General Election, you should file this petition with the county before April 6,
1988.
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d.

Secretary of State determines whether the total
number of signatures filed with all county clerks
meets the minimum number of required signatures,
and notifies the counties •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Wednesday, 09/07/88**

e.

Last day for county to determine total number of
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the
petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday, 09/22/88
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who
signed the petition on a date other than 08/29/88
the last day is not later than the fifteenth day
after the county's receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e).

f.

If the signature count is more than 655,033 or less
than 565,711, then the Secretary of State certifies
the petition has qualified or failed, and notifies
the counties. If the signature count is between
565,711 and 655,033 inclusive, then the Secretary
of State notifies the counties using the random
sampling technique to determine the validity of
all signatures •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Sunday, 10/02/88**

g.

Last day for county to determine actual number
of all qualified voters who signed the petition,
and to transmit certificate with a blank copy of
the petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••.•••••••••••• Tuesday, 11/15/88
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who have
signed the petition on a date other than
09/22/88, the last day is not later than the
thirtieth working day after county's receipt of
notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3521(b), (c).

h.

Secretary of State certifies whether the petition
has been signed by the number of qualified voters
required to declare the petition sufficient ••••••••••••••• Saturday, 11/19/88

**Date varies based on receipt of county certification.
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4.

The Proponent of the above named measure is:
Sally Acosta
723 N. Ave. 54
Los Angeles, California

5.

90042

Important Points:
(a)

Please refer to Elections Code sections 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3517, and
3519 for appropriate format and type considerations in printing,
typing, and otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circUlation and signatures. Please send us a copy of the petition after
you have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but
to supplement our file in this matter.

(b)

Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of
the Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq.

(c)

When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide
the official title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney
General. Use of this title will assist elections officials in
referencing the proper file.

(d)

When a petition is presented to the county elections official for
filing by someone other than the proponent, the required authorization
shall include the name or names of the persons filing the petition.

(e)

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please
provide a blank petition for elections official use.

DEBORAH SEILER
Assistant to the Secretary of State
Elections and Political Reform

Attachment:

03/25/88

POLITICAL REFORM ACT OF 1974 REQUIREMENTS

JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General

March 25, 1988

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
1515 K STREET, SUITE 511
P.O. BOX 944255
SACRAMENTO 94244-2550
(916) 445-9555

(916) 324-5468

F I LED

Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814
Dear Mrs. Eu:

In the oIIice of the Secretary of S:":,,
of the State of California

MAR 2~51988
MARCH fONG EU, Sacrelarl of State

By/~t2)~
puty

Initiative Title and Summary.
Subject: LEGAL PRACTICE. INITIATIVE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
Our File No.: SA 88 RF 0005
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 3503 and 3513 of the
Elections Code, you are hereby notified that on this day we
mailed to the proponents of the above identified proposed
initiative our title and summary.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponent, a
copy of our title and summary, a declaration of mailing thereof,
and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the name and
address of the proponent is as stated on the declaration of
mailing.
Very truly yours,
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorne~~~;;~/al .

~ll)d;i ~.

PAUL H. DOBSON, Superv~s~ng
Deputy Attorney General
PHD:kca
Enclosures

Date: March 25, 1988
File No. SA 88 RF 0005

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following
title and summary of the chief purpose and pOints of the proposed
measure:
LEGAL PRACTICE.

INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Amends

Constitution to add a declaration that initiative will abolish
the American Bar Association and State Bar.

Declares abolished

specified practices by lawyers and judges, including:

judge

trying two cases at once; lawyers settling malpractice cases out
of court; courts trying cases without evidence; lawyers trying
cases instead of judges; and lawyers concealing other lawyers'
unethical wrongdoing.

Declares law schools are obliged to issue

licenses to practice law to graduates.

Declares incompetent

attorneys shall have their licenses removed and shall pay all
damages caused to clients.

Contains other provisions.

Summary

of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of
fiscal impact on state and local governments:

The measure is so

poorly drafted these officers are unable to estimate its fiscal
impact.

.0
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LllD.'P

.fohn K. Van De

Sally Acosta

123 K. Ave.' 54
Los Anceles.OA 90042
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,AttomeJ' General to please issue a 'U.tle and 8W121a'l7 tatt-· 1;1\1 prgp91lUul
t.i:tiati'Ye. :for what is expected to' •• rout:l.lIt.e app'~va1.
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1968 Chief Justice Warre.. :lUr~er has called for the awardinc
;.. of special. oertifi.oates .. to lawy&rs. coa,etent in triaL ..work. because
. acoordil!l.C to the Cb.j.ef,·.;tur;·tice 1ietwea. Clne-th.ird· and,· o~1.c-ha:Lf of
.lmerical!!. a,ttOl'!!B;{S i.l.I'e ll.Jt CO><lljct~!~ to represent tll,air clients at
tri,nl.':b.c Chief' JU:Jti~e '.'/·')i'ds ':lavn ~Ii!cll.·i. •...a1. a.s Tile Aaericaa :aar
Asso.cA'iooti.ollt am:d th,~ Peoi..·llf; cO;;i,~laints to !!ke. 'Stat~ :!ar Of C['.liion:ir
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attol"J!l>e:r . . . im' ti.e 'becomes. the 'Unethica1 Pro Tea Ju.dce or ..f'udc;.e o'f
tt.. court thra l'I.PPOil'.tr- fnt Clr elector.
·P ••]tle .1' tile State 0"1 Oalifo~a have nOllrotectioll frO!i. 'tD'lethicalattonaeJ'1!I who cheat thei
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&B4 .~alloZ7 Pre ~ria1 CO':1rt. l'.exatious Liti~atioll is 'based 011 no
'1.•• or-·:cou.;rt ~l. 1Nt om. tlu' il\h.erent po-w.er of tlte .ourt to control
ius WIri!l&e81J, Yielati!tg "tae P.~oples OGlIJ.sti tuUoaal. ri~hts of & fair an
iQartial tria1~reS8ioJ! iJltiraidatioB Jtrej1l4ioe4' exins ia the Stat
" e.'t· Cali~ol'Jl1.' ~8=the t"earj,1lC a.part ~t ' ...1 •••• keeping the Peopl
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.eo1'le. as proof of oo~ retQ~ •
.~bis' iJ:litiati';ra ;llI'i11 ")~l,)L.;'l t..I,:l...!.-'L;';rJ'·Pre f;coiaJ. Oourt i3a'li~ tILe
People lawyer fees P..nd '!a~ l':1.yn.:rs C()'l~ costs.
~bi. illiUatiTe Will. o}Oliah !,rejudl.ced praotice of a~tol'Be,.. ref'usl.:il
sem.o. 'to a:k19 perso. leOl:L1l!;,,-e of rRoe He lone 8." the:r use' tile- taxpHY'l'
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neD:. a orille baa lIee. reported to that offi-oe 'because ~ . e persons

t-..

rac ••
fUs Initiative will abcliah a Ip.·~·()r fro. 1 . . practice i't ~l·ty
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'Ilis Initia.tive will abolish the pra.ctice of Attorneys, taki.C over
Gasea they have not filed.
.' . .
.
~B :IJdtiative will a~11sh the practiC'e ot A1>tome:vs covering up
each.
others mlethical wrong' doing where there:Ls " '• ..,,.,.,,,:,
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JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
1515 K STREET. snTE 511

March 25, 1988

P.O. BOX 944255
SACRAMENTO 94244-2550
(916) 445-9555

(9l6) 324-5468

Sally Acosta
723 N. Ave. 54
Los Angeles, CA 90042
Initiative Title and Summary.
Subject: LEGAL PRACTICE. INITIATIVE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
Our File No.: SA 88 RF 0005
Pursuant to your request, we have prepared the attached title and
summary of the chief purposes and points of the above identified
proposed initiative. A copy of our letter to the Secretary of
State, as required by Elections Code sections 3503 and 3513, our
declaration of mailing, and the text of your proposal that was
considered is attached.
The Secretary of State will be sending you shortly a copy of the
circulating and filing schedule for your proposal that will be
issued by that office.
Please send us a copy of the petition after you have it printed.
This copy is not for our review or approval, but to supplement
our file in this matter.
Very truly yours,

PAUL H. DOBSON, Supervising
Deputy Attorney General
PHD:kca
Enclosures

DECLARATION OF MAILING
The undersigned Declarant states as follows:
I am over the age of 18 years and not a proponent of
the within matter; my place of employment and business address is
1515 K Street, Suite 511, Sacramento, California 95814.
On the date shown below, I mailed a copy or copies of
the attached letter to the proponents, by placing a true copy
thereof in an envelope addressed to the proponents named below at
the addresses indicated, and by sealing and depositing said
envelope or envelopes in the United States mail at Sacramento,
California, with postage prepaid. There is delivery service by
United States mail at each of the places so addressed, or there
is regular communication by mail between the place of mailing
and each of the places so addressed.
Date of Mailing:
Subject:

March 25, 1988

LEGAL PRACTICE.

Our File No.:

INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SA 88 RF 0005

Name of Proponent and Address:
Sally Acosta
723 N. Ave. 54
Los Angeles, CA 90042

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing
is true and correct.
Executed at Sacramento, California, on:
March 25, 1988.

Ka~bfmat A-#;v,-Declarant

NEWS RELEASE

from: Secretary of State March Fang Eu
.

1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-6375

For Immediate Release
March 28, 1988

Contact: Cal'en Daniels-Yleade or
Melissa Warren

EU REPORTS NEW INITIATIVE IN CIRCULATION
. SACRAMENTO -

Secretary of State March Fong Eu announced today (March 28)

that she has given a Los Angeles w.oman the green light to begin gathering signatures in an effort to qualify for the ballot an initiative aimed at reforming
legal ;;>ractices.
Titled simply "Legal Practice", this measure would abolish both the American
Bar Association and the State Bar of California and require that licenses to
practice law in this state be issued by law schools to their graduates.

Among

its other provisions it would abolish judges trying two cases at once, the practice of attorneys taking over cases they have not filed, lawyers trying cases
instead of judges, courts trying cases without evidence, settling malpractice
cases out of court, and judges protecting "corporations, Department Stores or
~

large institutions" from being sued.
Proponent Sally Acosta must collect 595,485 signatures of registered voters to
place the initiative constitutional amendment on the ballot.

All signatures

must be submitted to county elections officials by Aug. 22, the ISO-day
deadline.

No telephone number was available for Ms. Acosta.

Eu also announce the failure of the "Insurance Regulation" and "Ballistic
Missile ·Defense Policy Declaration" initiatives to qualify.

Addition of the new

measure brings the total of initiatives in circulation to 30 and the total
titled and summarized for 1988 to 60.
A copy of the initiative, its circulation calendar and title and summary is
attached.
###
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INITIATIVE CHECK LIST

Phone Notification from AG - Date/Time:

/

/J

~

It. to

A.EG/IL &..rJ(!_T/C"L

Title of Initiative:

~/C~

Type of Initiative:

\_Q/z.-5!fcf·I _

'f I

Number of Pages

C7'

S

CA and S

Number of Proponents

/

Date and Time Initiative will be ready for pick-up L5J251/r-I/-~5
7
I
Initial/Date/Time
1.

dn

2.

&1 Lfz5! 1/.- 00

3.

~£:tf/,:J:atJ Word

y,.8/2.5JI~ :J.jt:) OSS I informs Deborah/Da vi d/Barbara/Caren

~~

/

OSSI proofs calendar and log.

/
/

/

5.
6.

(?tV/

7.

l

OSSI gives check list to Word Processing
Technician to prepare calendar.

Processing Technician prepares and
proofs fraud calendar and log and returns
both to OSSI.

.

4.

8

and Don day and time initative will be
ready for pick-up.

I

7

~

OSSI gives final calendar and log to
Elections Analyst.

/ 1'1/

Elections Analyst reviews and has
Elections Chief sign. Elections Analyst
returns signed calendar to OSSI.

/

OSSI makes copies of initiative calendar
for each proponent.

.·~{!Jllj(~:J&,
II

OSSI attaches copy of Political Reform
Act of 1974 Requirements to proponent's
copy of initiative calendar.
OSSI prepares Mail/Freight Request Form.
OSSI hand carrys Mail/Freight Request
form and initiative calendar for each
proponent (ready for mailing) to Service
an~~~~c/Initiative calendar sent on
~-'_ ~~
0
to each proponent.
~Date

(This must be sent to each proponent same
day AG prepares Title and Summary).
10.

U21

...3·1 OSSI
advises Assistant Chief when initiative calendar is sent to proponent(s).

f....~/2..I§:...g .
7
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INITIATIVE CALENDAR CHECK LIST
Page two

11.

dCl~/.3D

OSSI distributes copies of initiative
calendar same day AG prepares Title and
Summary to:

/

Tony
Caren
7" Jerry
/ , Deborah
:7'" Barbara

7'

<?

OSSI distributes copies of initiative
calendar to:

~All
CC/ROV
~ Political Reform

/"

(3 copies)
Elections Staff
;r LA Office via LA Pouch . / J.R. Schultz (12 copies)
~
Initiative mailing list
7 ' Extra copies ·for public
- .~ distribution
/
Master copy
~<

13.

da

~.s·OO

14.

do

v.fItLa: 00

OSSI advises Assistant Chief of completion
of above distribution.
OSSI makes copies of log and distributes
as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
S.

Initiative canvass binder
Vi Daniels - FTB
Archives
Oliver Cox
Initiative Clipboard

15.

g',?dt/
7

16.

,--/r' !pY/C.3 Co?

OSSI prepares index cards for each
initiative.

17.

fP~3"'37

OSSI staples Mail/Freight Request form to
back of INITIATIVE CHECK LIST.

18.

{/l1 d

19.

Rev.

:!1)

~

9~(,')

jtJ:~D

// t!0

OSSI returns completed INITIATIVE CHECK
LIST to Assistant Chief.

/Z.:j",)',f1 Assistant Chief returns check list to

~r----~~--------------

12/15/87

OSSI prepares folder for public
distribution.

Election Analyst.

ELECTIONS DIVISION
MAIL/FREIGHT REQUEST

Mail Submitted to Mail Room

'Date

Request mail .to be sent no later than

,2~L~1~
~

--'~~ar.....,t~·e~---

MAIL:

~
D
D
D
D

1st Class
Bulk
CHARGES:

Book Rate
Presort

Amount:

Third Class

Pieces:

I

FREIGHT:

D
D
D
D
D

UPS
Purolator
Greyhound (Next bus out:

Yes

Air-Freight
Truck Lines

ACTIVITY:

D
D
D
D

Outreach

(Specify:

County Mailings (,'s:

---------------------------)
---------------------------)

Ballot Pamphlet
Other

(Specify:

-----------------------------)

~ Initiative Calendar to Proponent(s).

.~,~-~~~~~~~~~.J?L~.~c>~~~._____

Mail room sent requested mail on ___

~
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